                  Puget Sound Marquetry Chapter Newsletter; #29 May 1, 2011

       President - Dave Underwood                       Everything Else - Dennis Harrison

Chapter May meeting report:  

There was no meeting in March or April likely nor May.

 News about our members 

Dave is working on the design of several more much larger pictures.  

We have a new member, we have yet to met them in person.

Dennis glued up and finished 10 pictures.  Some are here and on the web.  The one he likes is a large Ikebana bouquet.  It is about 19 by 19.  It has a figured white oak back ground.
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Next Chapter Meeting

 If it ever stops raining we my have one when the sun comes out but then everyone is busy.

Shows.

   Pugetsoundmarquetry.org  has the shows listed, no need to waste paper here.  But May 13; 4pm-14,10AM Dennis will be at the Auburn art walk near 3td east and main, drop by if you are close..

Work shop – classes.  

   None.

Picture of the Month in work.

We are going to try and walk through the thought process and work on an Ikebana arrangement.  It is simple but poses like all pictures some problems.  Not the least of which is the exact angles and positioning of each flower and leaf. This is most important in Ikebana.  Of course the wood selection is always an ongoing item.

After a ton of photos were taken, one was chosen for several reasons.  

   Did it show off the flowers, could it be cut and most important a reverse photo is needed since   

   we will be working from the back side. Some flowers and stems  must go to the right or left of 

   the viewer otherwise it is not Ikebana

        The photo chosen was then blown way up.  Looking for details that you want and stuff that 

        is not important or must be changed.  Then reduced to the size you want.  

.

Wood selection becomes a specific issue now.  

 The flower may be easy but the back ground and the table it is sitting on may not be.  

   Then the issue always comes up on a flower arrangement, does it need a table or can one    

   piece do the entire background.  Now at 20 by 20 before squaring is not a normal piece of 

   veneer.  

   Does the flower allow the background to be cut in 2 or more pieces which will be hid behind a  

   piece of it?  

   Next if a single piece for the background is found can it be cut, even with the 18 inch saw.

  If it is sitting on a table how is the back wall to be shown at the edge of the table to get a clear  

  demarcation of the two.  This will be done with a black and white strip to separate the wall  

  from the table.

Here is a photo of the reverse image of the Ikebana.
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The table cloth will be a piece of figured red oak and the wall behind will be a piece of walnut of unusual size and figure.  See below.
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This piece is sometimes called butternut walnut. The over all size is roughly 22 by 48, it was the top piece of a  fletch of 8 pieces.  Using only the top ½ part.

In general it will be fret saw cut with the window method but the 3 flowers will be cut out of pink and maybe white or red interiors.  They will be cut separately with the interiors cut into the pink, then the flower will be surface pad cut in, that is the plan right now..

   Their stems and other plant parts will then be placed into the picture though the window 

   method.  This way they are fit to the flower already in the back ground.

The black and white cove will be placed on the bottom of the wall and being straight will then be taped to the oak. 

The walnut is fairly brittle so it will be faced taped on the cut lines with veneer tape, likely the back with an off brand invisible tape, (not Scotch Brand) and before gluing the entire face taped.

Gluing will be fun, every clamp will be used, even my 12 and 10 inch throat ones.

I have about 6 hours of time into this already.  Maybe 20 hours to cut it, if it goes well.  One hour to glue, 2 days in the clamps, 1 day to dry with a little heat, 1 hour to remove the face tape, 1 hour to sand with 220, 2 hours to hand sand.  It will take a custom frame so 4 hours to make, 1 hour to frame, 1 hour to finish sanding the frame and to oil.

    That totals 37 hours with no problems.  I would say 40 hours easy with a few problems.  If the walnut turns out to work hard it could go to 50+ hours.

    I plan on trying to keep a fairly accurate time spent.   Have fun from Dave and Dennis   
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