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       President - Dave Underwood                       Everything Else - Dennis Harrison

Chapter April meeting report:  

Dennis did iron some veneers together.  The trick is to get the iron to medium heat, yes you need that switch.  Otherwise it gets to hot.  

    Dry fit the edges.  You may have to sand any high spots to get them to match.  If it is a factory edge, they are usually good enough. Seldom you have 2 such edges.   

   A thin small bead of yellow or white glue on the two pieces to be glued.  Then run them together to make sure they both have a little glue on.  Place on a nonstick, flat surface.  He had a piece of counter top.  The glue washes off!!!!

  Hold the pieces tight while you slowly iron them.  The heat cures the glue and the joint is made fairly strong.

 News about our members 

Dave is working on the design of several more pictures.  

Dennis glued but has yet to finish several small pieces.

Next Chapter Meeting

   The May meeting has been cancelled but watch for the June one.

Shows.

   ‘Secrets’ was on display beyond the normal show time in Woodinville for the entire month of April, good for them.  

   East meets west was shown in Richland, WA for the month of  April.

Dennis will be at the May 14-15 art walk in Greenwood at 8402 Greenwood Ave. North.  He is in the Rosewood Guitar business on Friday from 3 pm Friday to 9 pm and on Saturday from noon until 5 pm.  If you are close drop in.  He is raffling off a small flower.  There will be many good art pieces all around this area to see.

Dennis has submitted into 3 possible shows for later in the year.  He has only 2 more after  that  even planned.  He dropped 9 others, to much work.

    Also, if you know of a group or organization that might enjoy a Marquetry demo/discussion taking about an hour, drop Dennis a line.  It is free and fun.  If we have a rough count of people we can try to get each of them a book marker.

Work shop – classes.  

A couple came out for a class and the two pictures were similar but really different.  

Goes to prove art is unique to each person.  When I get a photo I will send it along.

Dennis is booked every day except on Saturday BUT call he will schedule something.  He is always ready to talk about what ever you have.   Bring your project and cut for awhile or search through his piles of veneers for just the right piece of wood.  He also has access to the Canadian and American Society’s picture (pattern) catalogs. 

Picture of the Month – you can try

   This came about because of last month’s picture.  How it got all that water might be a good question.  They were related somehow.  The picture is not even sanded so the detail might lack some but use as you like, all or just a part.  I took  a few pictures so you might see how it goes, sometimes.
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 ‘Aprilpata, attached’ is the picture with the water, mountains but notice how the large mountains extended to far to the left and the trees drawn in and over them.
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   ‘Aprilpatb, attached’  shows  some of the trees and how they covered (Cut away) the mountains.  And the smaller mountains in the distance
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 ‘Aprilpat1’ is the glued but un-sanded picture, note how the trees are now on the right.

      The trees could be better or those in front even left out???

       This picture was small enough that the sky could be added and then the trees drawn in and cut out.  Easier than fitting the sky to the trees?!

   Note from the President:  If the newsletter is getting in your way, just drop an e-mail to Dennis to stop it from coming.  Or, if you know someone that might enjoy it, we will be happy to send them a copy.  If by chance they do not have Web access. we will mail them a copy. 

           (No one knows when he will have time in the next several months  but)

      Rumor has it that Dennis is about to start on a web site for the chapter.  So if you know or know of someone that is willing to donate some time to assist, he would love to talk with them.  The actual monthly cost is nothing, only the setting up and we hear that it is all template driven.  So who knows.  Maybe the May/June newsletter will be on the web site for the world to look at.  

   The New Jersey Marquetry chapter has their own site.  It is the only local chapter with one.

Training Tip or Experience (usually the best teacher.)   

  Dennis has started a new Japanese lady, it will be a long process.  He is trying to take a few photos as he goes.  It might help someone cut.
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Demo1 is the wood for the face and hair.  He always cuts that first, if it does not go good, why continue?  The pieces out side the hair will be cut later.  The face now has the eyes, mouth, nose and eyebrows inserted to see how they look and fit.  But the fit will be fine with just a single pad behind them.
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Demo2 is the just the face cut out.  The black hair pad is still taped to the back of the remaining picture.  The face has to fit the hair since it was pad cut. 
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Demo3 shows all the hair cut out from the original face material.  The out line on the hair was then pad cut to insert the different hair pieces in the hair.  Look back at demo1 to see the details.                                                                                                                  
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Demo4 is the final face, covered with invisible tape which dulls the view.  Likely ok so far.

Total time including wood searching about 5 hours.  But he now has the colors for most of the rest of the gown.

The face is maple chosen from a wide grain so there is grain only where he wants it, he hope.

Lips are dyed red, eyes and brows are dyed black but the grain is running left to right

The hair is dyed black running vertical.

The gold is a natural what ever?

The smaller flower in the hair piece is a reddish burl. 

The neck is very important and must be done as part of the face.
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Demo5 shows the very top of the gown.  It was cut from a single piece of bamboo like the face from maple.  It will be a light yellow.  Deep dyed yellow will accent it.

The lower part will be the same burl red with maybe small colors added as circles or flowers.  The gold color is a ribbon, hard to see now.  There is another 4 hours to this point.

The original gown was cut away with pads behind most of it, some were cut free hand and the holes filled by tracing the pieces out and cutting.  Saves Dennis time but to do takes a lot of practice.  Otherwise you may be faced with a 3 deep pad of three different woods.  Possible but slower.

  The gown is far enough to move a long to the next piece which will be her left arm.  There maybe a need to blend in the flowers from the sleeve some, so no need to cut them yet.

Next month we will see how far he has gotten,

Have fun from Dave and Dennis   
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